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By letter dated 4/30/64, Mr. J. Lee Rankin, General Counsel, The 
Presidents Commission, requested the Bureau to obtain a "sporterized rule 
from Robert Adrian Taylor, Dallas, Texas (allegedly purchased from Lee H^vey 
Oswald), compare this rifle's physical characteristics with those of a U. 8. Rifle, 
caliber . 30-06, in original condition and furnish photographs to illustrate any 
differences in length and appearance. Mr. Rankin also r^es ted that Mr 
be recontacted concerning the date on which he obtained the rifle and whether het»d 
seen Oswald on any other occasion. He also desired to know where Taylor • rifle 
was located on 11/22/63. Taylor's rifle was not available when he was first 
interviewed, at which time Taylor erroneously described it as a Springfield 
Model 1006 rifle. * •* 

R has been determined in the Laboratory from an examination of Taylor's 
rifle that it is a U. S. Rifle, caliber .30-06, Model 1803, Serial No. 66091, 
manufactured at Rock Island Arsenal, Rock Island, Illinois. The u PP«rwJ lower 
bands have been removed, the front portion of the stock has been cut off, the : 
wooden hand guard originally covering the top of the barrel has been amoved, 
the rear stilt has been removed and replaced with telescopic mount bloclfli ^ 
and the bolt handle has been ground down and bent so that it would not strike the 
telescopic sgtf tube when operating the bolt. All other parts TO* *•_ ' , . 

original, unaltered parts. The rifle has the standard length of 43 1/4 « The * 
barrel has not been shortened. The length of the longest portion (barrel *nd ^ 
receiver) is 31 7/8". The stock portion Is 28 3/4” long which is less than tbs ; 
standard length of 40 1/8” for a "non- sporterized” stock. Two photographs of ^ . 

Taylor's rifle assembled and two photographs disassembled are being furnished 
the Commission, as well as similar photographs of a U. S. R^\®# caliber . 30-06* 
Model 1903 (Rock Island), from our Reference Firearms Collection. 

* - ._ •* * r • **“.* * V • 

Dallas furnished the information that Taylor purchased the rifle during , 
March or April. 1963. and that a son-in-law of Taylor's, Benjamin Moku, had 
thTrifle athis residence on 11/22/63. Taylor stated that he cannot be positively 
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iure that the man he purchased the rifle from was Lee Harvey Oswald. Further, 
Tayjor stated that he is rather doubtful that the Individual from whom he purchased 
the rifle was ever seen by him, either prior or subsequent to the time he 
purchased the rifle. Taylor stated that he may have seen him another time, but 
be is not sure. * - . ' „ . . . . , - % - — 

« i ( 4- , . _ 

Two copies of the letterhead memorandum furnished by Dallas are being 
forwarded to the Commission, along with the results of the Laboratory A r 

examination. A Laboratory report setting forth the results of the Laboratory 
examination is being furnished the Dallas Office. ? ’• 

ACTION: . " ; 'A ' ' ; * A 
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For Information. 
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